CHAPTER 83

1 wo priests who had great trust in her manner of crying
and weeping, nevertheless were sometimes in great doubt
whether it were deceitful or not, forasmuch as she cried
and wept in the sight of the people. They had a private
idea, she unwitting, that they would prove whether she
cried because the people would hear her, or not. One day,
the two priests came to her and asked if she would go two
miles from where she dwelt, on pilgrimage to a church
standing in the open, a good long distance from any other
house, which was dedicated in honour of God and Saint
Michael the Archangel
And she said she would go with them with good will.
They took with them a child or two and went to the
said place, all in company. When they had a while made
their prayers, the said creature had so much sweetness and
devotion, that she could not keep it secret, but burst out
into boisterous weeping and sobbing, and cried as loud,
or louder, than she did when she was amongst the people
at home, and she could not restrain herself therefrom, nor
any person there present
Then the two priests, and a child or two with them,
marvelled. And then as they came homeward again, they
met women with children in their arms, and the aforesaid
creature asked if there was any man-child amongst them,
and the women said, 'Nay/
Then was her mind so ravished into the childhood of